
Introduction of Charles Dickens 

Charles Dickens (1812–1870) was one of the most prominent and influential writers of the 

Victorian era, widely regarded as a master of English literature. His works, many of which are 

considered classics, tackle themes such as social injustice, poverty, and the complexities of 

human nature, often through vivid characters and intricate plots. 

Born in Portsmouth, England, Dickens experienced both wealth and poverty in his early life. His 

father was imprisoned for debt when Dickens was a child, leading him to work in a factory at a 

young age. This experience left a lasting impact on him and fueled his later social criticism. 

Dickens's literary career began with the publication of The Pickwick Papers in 1836, a work that 

brought him immediate fame. Over the next few decades, he produced a remarkable body of 

work, including iconic novels like Oliver Twist, David Copperfield, Great Expectations, A Tale 

of Two Cities, and Bleak House. 

Charles Dickens view on English language and literature. 

Charles Dickens had complex and deeply insightful views on the English language and literature, 

shaped by his own experiences as a writer, social critic, and lover of language. 

1. The Power of Language to Influence Society: 

Dickens was acutely aware of how language could reflect and shape society. He used his writing 

as a vehicle to criticize social injustices, particularly the harsh treatment of the poor and working 

classes in Victorian England. Through his novels, he demonstrated the potential of literature not 

only to entertain but to incite social change. His vivid characters and memorable dialogue often 

carried sharp criticisms of societal norms. 

2. Desire for Clarity and Accessibility: 

Dickens believed in the power of clear, accessible language. He wrote for a broad audience, 

including both the educated elite and the working class. His novels, such as David Copperfield 

and Oliver Twist, are known for their straightforward, often conversational style, making them 

highly readable. Dickens employed humor, colloquial speech, and lively characters, ensuring his 

work was engaging and relatable. He was also critical of overly complex or pretentious language, 

preferring simplicity and clarity in his prose. 

3. Literary Style and Influence: 

Dickens was influenced by the traditions of 19th-century British literature, but he also left an 

indelible mark on it. His novels often blur the lines between fiction and social commentary, and 

he pushed the boundaries of storytelling. His use of melodrama, exaggeration, and satire was 

groundbreaking, and he had a unique ability to mix pathos with humor. He also invented a wide 

range of memorable, often exaggerated characters whose names themselves carried meaning 



(like Ebenezer Scrooge or Uriah Heep). Through his characterization, Dickens demonstrated 

how language could evoke sympathy, create tension, and provide insight into human nature. 

4. Character-Driven Narrative: 

For Dickens, language was essential not only for setting scenes or advancing plots but also for 

bringing characters to life. His works are filled with lively, unforgettable figures who speak in 

distinct voices, with dialogue that often reveals much about their social status, personality, and 

emotional state. This attention to the nuances of language in character development was one of 

his most significant contributions to English literature. 

5. A Tool for Social Reform: 

Dickens saw literature as a means to expose the flaws of society. Through his use of language, he 

aimed to highlight the dire conditions of the poor, the abuses of the legal system, and the moral 

failings of the upper classes. His novels often take aim at the institutions that shape society, such 

as schools, hospitals, and workhouses. In works like Hard Times, Dickens explored the dangers 

of overly utilitarian views of education and industrialization, critiquing the cold, fact-driven 

approach to life that ignored human emotion and creativity. 

In short, Dickens valued literature and the English language as tools for moral and social 

exploration. He used language as a means of elevating the voices of the marginalized, exposing 

societal flaws, and crafting a narrative that was both engaging and meaningful. His approach to 

literature combined social commentary, character development, and accessible language in a way 

that made his works resonate with readers from all walks of life. 

 

                                                     


